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ASCEND is a Catholic educational community developed with you and your family in mind. It stands for All Saints Catholic eSchool
Network Delivered Online.

ASCEND Online is the first Catholic home education option in Canada directly supported by a Catholic diocese—the sixth school to
operate under the direction of the Catholic Independent Schools of the Kamloops Diocese. Founded by His Excellency Bishop David
J. Monroe in April, 2011, ASCEND is truly a blessing to families by affirming the ‘domestic Church’ in education. Our goal at ASCEND
is to build a community of families dedicated to living a life in Christ through faith, family and home education.

ASCEND offers a full-service K-12 Catholic Distributed Learning (DL) program for those who want to maximize their educational
options and meet BC’s Ministry of Education requirements for graduation with a Dogwood diploma.

Our world needs young people with the skills and integrity to compete in the global future while living their faith. ASCEND therefore
support parents who choose this beautiful form of education for their children, and offer services and courses that encourage
families to live and learn together as ‘schools of love’ and challenge youth to fully develop as human beings ‘created in the image

and likeness of God.’




We put faith and family first. We
acknowledge and support the
sacramentality of marriage and
family life, and the role of
parents as the primary educators
of their children.

Our mission at ASCEND is to
support and affirm families who
choose to learn together at
home by extending flexibility
and choice, while at the same
time correlating student learning
to provincial Learning Standards.

Duties of Parents

O

In his paper, Heart of Home Education:Teaching the
Catholic, Fr. John A. Hardon (S.J.) writes, “Our primary
duty as Catholics is to share our faith with others. This
primary duty for parents is to teach the Catholic faith to
their children. This home teaching of the faith is God's
providential plan for restoring family life in the Western
world.”

Duties of Contact Teachers

Collaboratively plan student learning and resource
allocation with families

Communicate weekly with families throughout the
school year (both in person and through various
technologies such as email, phone, Skype and
Freshgrade)

Visit families during the year to offer support and
encouragement, and to assess learning

Assess and report student learning to the ministry

Support community development through
workshops, webinars and special events



Under the direct leadership of the
Bishop of Kamloops, ASCEND is part of
the Catholic Independent Schools
Kamloops Diocese (CISKD). The
Supervision of the schools is under the
management of the School
Superintendent. The School Principal

who oversees the day to day operations
of the school reports to the School
Superintendent. Supporting the
Principal will be the four Coordinators
for K-9, High School, Special Education
and Learning Resources.

CONTACTS

General Inquires:\) 1-888-839-6941
(250) 376- 3363

Role Name Email
Interim Kelly Tries s ;
Principal/Superintendent padpaBisecnioeia
K-9 Coordinator Mary Gallagher mgallagher@ascendonline.ca
High School Coordinator Joshua Schweitzer jschweitzer@ascendonline.ca
Special Ed. Coordinator John Davies jdavies@ascendonline.ca
Learning Services Coordinator Lauraine Wakely Iwakely@ascendonline.ca
Special Education Erika Salas esalas@ascendonline.ca
Learning Resources
Administrative Assistant DeeDee Harder admin@ascendonline.ca
Human Resources Marilen Bautista mbautista@ascendonline.ca
and Administration
Information Technology Sebestian Salas ssalas@ascendonline.ca
Course Design Sofia Bautista shautista@ascendonline.ca
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Role Name Email
Contact Teacher K -9 Mary Gallagher mgallagher@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K—9/SE Lauraine Wakely lwakely@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K—9 Lorna Hessels lhessels@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K —9/HS Stephanie Howie showie@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K-9 Claude LaFrance clafrance@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K -9 Melanie Bartusek mbartusek@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K-9 Carmella Mathieu cmathieu@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K-9 Shailah Gulyas sgulvas@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K — 9/HS Joshua Schweitzer jschweitzer@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K -9 Lee Ann Coté |Icote@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K—9/HS Susan Isaac sisaac@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K —9/HS Michael Filipski mfilipski@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K —9/SE Erika Salas esalas@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K —9/SE Nicole Filipski nfilipski@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K — 9/SE Joel Hooper jhooper@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K—-9 Kathryn Weicker kweicker@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher K —9/SE John Davies jdavies@ascendonline.ca
High School Counsellor Joshua Schweitzer jschweitzer@ascendonline.ca
Contact Teacher HS Justin Siray jsiray@ascendonline.ca




Kindergarten to Grade 9

September

e  Discuss and sign student learning plans with contact
teacher

e  Establish a plan for ongoing communication
throughout the year

October

*  October 1—2" half of funding available

*  Submit current learning samples to establish
activation for 2016-2017

*  Computers and electronics will be purchased after
October 15t

November

*  Family visits with contact teacher

*  First portfolios due during this month
December

*  December 5—first term report cards
January

*  mid-January to mid-February—complete and return
FSAs (grades 4 & 7)

February

March

April

May

June

Family visits with contact teacher
First portfolios due during this month

March 15—second term report cards

mid-April—re-enrolment begins
April 28 - 29—CHEC
April 29 - May 1—All Saints Conference

May 15—deadline for current year’s funding & internet
reimbursements

Family visits with contact teacher, also to plan for
upcoming year

Final portfolios due during this month

June 15—final report cards




IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

September 30: Activate courses (complete 10% of
coursework).

October 31: English 12 Provincial Exam (electronic
exam; 9:00am-11:00am).

January 24: English 12 Provincial Exam (electronic
exam; 9:00am-11:00am).

February 15: Activate courses (complete 10% of
coursework).

April 6: English 12 Provincial Exam (electronic exam;
9:00am-11:00am).

May 11: English 12 Provincial Exam (electronic
exam; 9:00am-11:00am).

June 23: English 12 Provincial Exam (electronic
exam; 9:00am-11:00am).




Here are the differences between the two programs: y

Distributed Learning

Learning is supervised and directed by a teacher
certified in British Columbia, who works with
students and families to develop and implement
student learning plans.

Students work with teachers throughout the year
and receive provincial letter grades, report cards
and a permanent student record just as they
would in a local school.

Teachers, parents and students communicate
regularly, and teachers visit families at least twice
each year to offer support.

Upon meeting requirements for graduation,

students receive a British Columbia Dogwood
graduation diploma.

Students receive up to $1000 for learning
programs and resources.

Homeschooling

Learning is directed and supervised by parents
or guardians, who are solely responsible for
student learning.

Student progress and programs are not
reviewed by the Ministry of Education.

Families work independently.

Students do NOT receive a British Columbia
Dogwood graduation diploma.

Families who register receive $150 for learning
programs and resources, per family.




To enrol, parents must complete
several forms, all available on our
website. There are also three other
enrolment forms, available as follows:

o Residency
° K-9 Parent Agreement
Resource Loan Agreement

Parents also need to submit a proof of
residency and a copy of children’s
birth certificates to
admin@ascendonline.ca.

53 Students in Grades 10 — 12 can choose to take courses

at ASCEND exclusively, or blend their program with
courses from various schools, as courses are funded
on a course-by-course basis.







FUNDING GUIDELINES @

Important things to remember:

: : OT ALLOWED
Curriculum funds are provided to BC schools by ALLOWED NOTALL
the provincial government to purchase , . ; ’
educational resources, equipment and activities W(Subjectto $600.Mln|str¥Cap) ) él)&nglsd&Ammal Food
that allow students to successfully fulfill the il Party Sanee Hrovoare A .

* Music Lessons + Utilities, Food, Clothing and Gas

goals set out in their student learning plans [E. Swimming Lessons + Purchase of Musical Equipment

(SLPs). Students enrolled in Kindergarten — JEEOEVETET6ERES +Purchase Oversized Sporting
Grade 9 have a curriculum budget of $1000 for + Art Classes Equipment and Sporting Goods
learning programs and resources. Consumables - Trampolines, Skis, Canoes,

« Art/Science materials Kayaks, Swing Sets, Bikes,
Schools are not permitted to transfer curriculum (RS EIERUE Pool

: : : » Tutoring (Except for Special Ed
Lol eiete ol el e R el e (Not subject to $600 Ministry Cap) , Electrogi((:sandeardvfare- )

parents cannot buy things, then submit receipts O Tex?books part of the High-end Computers, Cameras,
and expect reimbursement. All purchases with curriculum Welding Equipment
curriculum funds must be completed by March [l (L)ompulferorEqmpment + Printer Ink and Cartridges
30t - The only exception to this deadline is pRrelLgase + Microscopes

+ Lease of Musical Instruments,
funding deadline for Special Education of June Sewing Magh:nes, Spor + Laminator

15 Equipment etc. + Safety equipment

Curriculum funds may be directed towards any

Sl S RS SR ote: These are Just examples and may not cover allRems. Please fefer
the SLP (Student Learning Plan), in accordance your child’s Contact Teacher for more info.
with the following directions:




PROGRAM OPTIONS

INDIVIDUALIZED COURSES (Kindergarten - 12)

This is for students who wish to have complete control over their
learning. Outcomes are met through an individual course of study
proposed by the student. A Student Learning Plan (SLP) is drafted with
a teacher, which guides the student through established ministry
guidelines for course credit. Grade 10 - 12 courses in this category
typically include electives in the Fine Arts, Applied Skills, Physical
Education, and English courses. There is a funding allocation for
materials to help cover course outcomes once the teacher has
approved the learning plan. Family POs may not be used for high
school students.

ONLINE COURSES (Grades 10 - 12)

These courses are delivered completely online through Moodle, and
may require focused Internet research; thus, there is no paper-based
text or workbook involved. Once enrolled, students are given a Moodle
account through which they access all course content. ASCEND
supplies all required course materials for this delivery mode.

TEXT-BASED COURSES (Grades 10 - 12)

Theses are based on a school-approved texts and/or workbooks, which
are loaned to each student for the term. Usually, the first few
assignments are posted online so students can start the course once |
they enroll. Once they have activated the course (submitted 10% of |
their course work), the text will be sent to them. ASCEND supplies all
required course materials for this delivery mode.




STUDENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS




K-9 Required Courses
Grades Kto4 Sto7 8 9
Applied Design, Skill

and Technology " "

Arts Education Yes Yes h i
Career Education Yes Yes Yes Yes

Second Language No Yes Yes Optional

Language Arts Yes Yes Yes Yes
Math Yes Yes Yes Yes
Physical Education Yes Yes Yes Yes
Religion Yes Yes Yes Yes
Science Yes Yes Yes Yes
Social Studies Yes Yes Yes Yes

High School (Grades 10-12) Graduation

Requirements w
Dogwood Required Courses (52 credits)

Language Arts 10 (English 10)

Language Arts 11 (English 11)

Language Arts 12* (English 12)

Mathematics 10* (Foundations of Math 10 or Apprenticeship & Workshop
Math 10)

Mathematics 11 or 12 (Foundations of Math 11/12, Pre-Calculus 11/12, or
Calculus 12)

Social Studies 10- a Social Studies 11 or 12 (Social Studies 11, History 12, or
Geography 12)

Science 10

Science 11 or 12 (Biology 11/12, Chemistry 11/12, Physics 11/12, or Earth
Science 11)

Physical and Health Education 10

Two of Career Education 10, 11, or 12

Arts Education 10, 11, or 12 and/or Applied Design, Skills & Technologies 10,
11, or 12 (please see “Course Selection” page under “High School” tab on
school website for options)

ASCEND Required Courses (12 credits)
Religion 10
Religion 11

Religion 12
Elective Courses (16 credits)
*Completion of these subjects’ skills exams is compulsory.

Note: A student may opt for a School Completion Certificate if they wish to receive
a transcript of courses they have completed to use for post-secondary admission.




Building the SLP
Student Learning Plans (SLPs) document all aspects of student learning. They

of Education. SLPs are also living documents, revisited throughout the year as
necessary. Reporting is portfolio-oriented to the school year.

Communicating Learning

At ASCEND we value and honour the opportunity we have to work with families, and
realize that it takes time and effort to build a relationship of trust. Ongoing
communication is key to building that relationship so that accomplishments and
progress can be celebrated together, and difficulties addressed and supported with
care and sensitivity. It is up to each family and contact teacher to collaboratively build
a plan for communication throughout the year.

Building Portfolios

As the year progresses, it is good to maintain
a record or portfolio of learning. There are
many ways to build portfolios. This year we
are encouraging families to try Freshgrade,
an application through which pictures and
videos can be uploaded onto a private server,
gradually building an electronic portfolio
throughout the school year. So far feedback
on Freshgrade has been very good from both
families and teachers.

*When submitting photos and videos,
families are reminded to annotate pictures
and videos with explanations to provide
context and avoid erroneous assumptions.




SPECIAL EDUCATION




Common Abbreviations

| Abbreviation | Definition |

ASCEND All Saints Catholic eSchool Network Delivered
Online

DL Distributed Learning

Genius The database used for reporting student
progress and for transcripts

FSA Foundation Skill Assessments, written in
grades 4 and 7

HS High School

IEP Individual Education Plan (written for students

with special education needs)

| |

PLS Provincial Learning Standards

SE Special Education

SLP Student Learning Plan




APPENDIX

School Subscriptions—please see the attachment for specific
login info for each:

Curio—an educational website created by CBC. Great for
exploring the arts, business, history and geography, as well as

sciences and current events. News in Review is available in
French/English.

Enchanted Learning—offers a range of printable materials,
including French, Spanish, human body, animals and geography
resources. Geared more towards younger age ranges.

Exambank is a great resource for testing, especially for students
writing FSAs (in grade four and seven). Can also be used to
assess grade level achievement in different subject areas.

What in the World (Grades 5-7) and Canadian Reader (Grades
3-5) both explore current events and are available for
downloading monthly in both French & English.

Gord Neufeld DVD Lending Library—some great resources here
on various aspects of parenting. Please go to
http://specialed.ascendonline.ca/lending-library/dvd-

library/ for a list of available resources.

Recommended Resources—for a list of resources
recommended and used by other families with Ascend, please
go to https://packingforthefuture.wordpress.com.

SE Subscriptions—although these are available
through our SE program, they extend to all

students on a first-come first-serve basis. There is

no associated cost, so parents and students are
highly encouraged to try them out:

Mathletics (Spellodrome is part of the
subscription)

Learning A-Z

IXL Math

BrainPOP, BrainPOP Junior, BrainPOP Espanol
Reading Eggs: A Learn-to-Read Program
Math Seeds

Kurzweil, a text-to-speech literacy program
(schoolwide)

Susan Barton Reading and Spelling System—a
tutoring program for those who struggle with
reading and spelling

Fast ForWORD—Dbuilds cognitive skills to

remediate difficulty with reading. Based on
principles of neuroplasticity (limited)




APPENDIX

LEARNING KITS

ASCEND has a number of K-9 resource kits available. After
reading the Lending Library Policy you may request a kit online,
at http://ascendonline.ca/k-9kits/.

Borrowing Ascend Learning Kits (Q&A)

Who Can Borrow?

- All enrolled ASCEND families are eligible to borrow library kits.

During which months can we borrow from the ASCEND library?

- Families may request kits between September 1st and April
15th.

- All materials must be returned to the Ascend office by May
31st for the end-of-year inventory.

How do we borrow?

- Once you have viewed our lending list, you can place an order
online.

- Families may have no more than 2 kits signed out at one time.

How do we reserve an item?

Families may reserve an item in the library’s collection by
placing a hold. A

maximum of four holds may be placed within the system
at one time.

Holds may be placed through the website or by phoning
the Ascend office.

If there is more than one hold on an item, subsequent
holds will be placed in chronological order.

Reserved items will be processed after outstanding
borrowed items have been returned.

How do we renew an item?

Item(s) can be renewed by emailing or phoning the
Ascend office.

Iltem(s) cannot be renewed if a hold has been placed on
them, and must be returned by the due date.

A renewal cannot be made if there are other overdue
items.

How are kits delivered?

Library kits and resource items are compiled into a
zippered bag and mailed in a Tyvek envelope.




ACCREDITED RESOURCE SUPPLIERS







